Literature Matters:

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

An
Annotated Screenplay
Companion

This annotated screenplay is a companion piece to the 2017 movie outlining the differences
between Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella and the film. It discusses the writer’s intention with
the variations of the movie from the original story and why those choices were made, while
maintaining the goal of creating a faithful adaptation of the original text.
Additionally, this annotated version can be used with the study guide by Barsuglia as well.
It is titled “Literature Matters: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde:
A Study Guide for Teachers, Students, and Readers.”
It is also a potential playbook for anyone looking to do a theatrical production.
Screenplay Adaptation and Annotations
by
Brian Barsuglia, MA, English Literature

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde an Annotated Screenplay Companion | Page 1

Usage of this Text
Purchaser may make copies of the various sections of this study guide for student and single user
(one teacher) usage. If multiple copies are required for additional teachers, additional copies
must be purchased individually, whether printed or digital.
Literature Matters: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde –
An Annotated Screenplay Companion
Other Works by Brian Barsuglia
NOVELS
The Midnight Sea
The Greater Beyond
Lady Nite

GRAPHIC NOVELS
The Dark Hours

MOVIES
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (2017)
Aaron’s House (2012)
Zombie Farm (2007)
Dementia: An Experiment in Terror (2006)

STUDY GUIDES
Literature Matters: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – A Study Guide for Teachers, Students and Readers
Literature Matters: The Tragedy of Macbeth – A Study Guide for Teachers, Students and Readers

Copyright © 2017 text and cover art by Brian Barsuglia
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written
permission, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews or as otherwise indicted for
student usage.
First Published in 2017
Printed by CreateSpace.com in the United States of America.
Updated for Kindle in 2017
A Koa Aloha Media Book
Published by Koa Aloha
ISBN: 1544288964
ISBN-13 is 978-1544288963

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde an Annotated Screenplay Companion | Page 2

AUTHOR NOTES: From the outset, one of the primary goals of this movie was to closely
follow Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella, “The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.”
This goal presented a series of difficulties.
First, there were/are expectations based on previous movies. The Jekyll and Hyde story has
become one of folklore, of archetypal status for dual personalities, and with that, the
monster movie. However, Stevenson’s story is a far cry from a monster or horror story. It
is much more of a crime drama with some suspense and a few moments of brutality – and
that is what I wanted my movie to reflect – the true nature of the book.
Second, was the style of storytelling itself. I wanted to be true to Stevenson’s pacing, but it
is very deliberate and could be conceived as slow. Additionally, much of the story is told
through the exchanging and reading of letters. I found it was critical to maintain this story
element, but challenging to make it interesting as well. Also, the storytelling is not
chronological. The story presents a puzzle for the readers as much as the characters. To
solve this problem, I chose to put as much of the story in chronological order as possible.
This resulted in some changes from the text, but ultimately it aided in making this a
faithful adaptation.
Finally, yes, although this aspires to be a true-to-text, primarily faithful adaptation, there
were a few areas where I took some creative liberty. In the novella, Stevenson has a lot
of implications and references about things that have happened or could happen or are
happening but does not clearly tell us. We, as a reader, have to infer what he is talking
about. This is where I veered from the text, in that I chose to create those scenes that
showed the underworld that Jekyll was involved in and that Hyde loved.
Any additional changes were made to express the characters or the story more
dramatically. I believe most of the movie is successful in being a faithful adaptation, and
the scenes that differ are faithful to both the characters and the themes.
EXT. ESTABLISHING SHOT - LONDON - DAY
The story opens in an undisclosed time. It is very modern in some
respects but very reflective of a bygone era. There is a
Victorian element in style and presentation, combined with a bit
of steam punk all mixed into the modern world, but it feels older
and more formal.
There is a thick layer of smog over all exterior shots along with
the appearance that, during the day, dusk is always on the
horizon.
We slowly move through different shots of London, establishing
the dreariness and strangeness of the location.
Finally, the camera PUSHES in on a row of buildings, finding one,
with a RUSTIC and WORN DOOR.
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DISSOLVE TO:
INT. LAB - SAME TIME
A FIGURE sits in a chair, hovering in near total darkness in what
appears to be a makeshift MEDICAL LABORATORY.
AUTHOR NOTES: I really wanted to build on the relationship between the actual
characters of Jekyll and Hyde themselves. Most movie interpretations play them as two
sides of the same person where Stevenson truly approached them as two different
characters sharing the same physical space. The first segment of this scene didn’t
actually make the final cut, but we did shoot it. Originally, it was happening during the
credits, but it lays the ground work for the characters to be treated as individuals.
Although the figure is indiscernible, we will later learn that
it is MR. EDWARD HYDE.
A few lights from various experiments dimly light the room.
Hyde struggles and moves in jolts as if tied to the chair. He
releases primordial grunts and groans of suffrage and pain.
In a guttural roar, he begins to mutter.
HYDE
Make it stop.
Hyde seems to stay stationary while the world behind him spins.
He buckles inward.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Make the pain go away.
Suddenly, while the world behind him moves, a SECOND FIGURE
appears. Again, this is not revealed to the viewer, but this is
DR. HENRY JEKYLL.
Jekyll spins with the backdrop, while Hyde continues to suffer.
All the while, the features of both men are indistinguishable.
JEKYLL
I can. I can make the pain go away.
HYDE
(with anger)
Then do it.
JEKYLL
The powder. You need the powder.
Hyde clenches his teeth while his entire body tenses and the
veins in his neck and forehead visibly pulse.
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No ...

HYDE

JEKYLL
It's the only way.
No ...
Yes ...

HYDE
JEKYLL

HYDE
But you will be ...
JEKYLL
I will be. That's right.
A TABLE sits in front of Hyde with various medical and scientific
paraphernalia situated about.
At the forefront is a bowl with a COLORED POWDER.
With reluctance, HYDE reaches for the bowl. He slowly reaches
for the powder with a long pinky fingernail. He scoops up a large
amount and inhales it into his nose.
Hyde's EYES WIDEN. The CAMERA ZOOMS in on Hyde's eyes. The PUPILS
dilate. Blackness fills the screen.
As we PULL AWAY, Hyde is now Jekyll sitting in the chair, and
he can be seen clearly.
The room is more brightly lit, revealing the layout of the
makeshift, homemade laboratory.
Jekyll is sweating and shaken, his skin pale. The world has
stopped spinning.
MR. Bradshaw suddenly appears in the room, standing nearby. Mr.
Bradshaw is Jekyll's FOOTMAN.
AUTHOR NOTES: Yes, there are some points where I took some liberties with the text.
Any time I made a change or addition, however, the goal remained trying to further
expand on the character(s) to make more sense of some of the gams. Stevenson often
alludes or implies elements but never offers detail. While Bradshaw only makes a brief
appearance toward the end of the novella, I wanted to add a relationship between Jekyll
and his servants early on, where we can already see their developing fear and concern.
This scene also lays the groundwork for the relationship between Jekyll, Utterson and
Lanyon, and gives us minor hints of the “Hyde” within!
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Sir?

BRADSHAW

(Pause)
Dr. Jekyll? Are you okay?
Jekyll leans back, somewhat staggered and short of breath.
JEKYLL
I was dreaming, Bradshaw. A
nightmare. Where's Mr. Poole this
evening? Is my own butler avoiding me
again?
Bradshaw looks away momentarily as if covering something up.
BRADSHAW
He's away on errands, Sir.
JEKYLL
Hm. I doubt that.
BRADSHAW
The door was locked.
JEKYLL
Was it? I apologize.
BRADSHAW
These episodes ... these nightmares,
they are becoming more frequent, Sir.
JEKYLL
I know. But I have it under control.
I promise.
Bradshaw glances at the bowl of powder. Jekyll senses the stare
and covers the bowl with a nearby rag towel.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
This will all be over soon.
Bradshaw seems confused.
BRADSHAW
What, exactly, will be over soon?
JEKYLL
All of this.
Jekyll looks around the room.
BRADSHAW
Perhaps you should see a doctor.
JEKYLL
I am a doctor.
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BRADSHAW
Yes, I know, but another doctor,
(BEAT)
Maybe Dr. Lanyon could help, Sir.
Jekyll pinches the top of his nose and rubs deeply while sighing.
On his hand we see a ring of the FREEMASONS, a symbol of
fraternity and brotherhood.
AUTHOR NOTES: The ring of the Freemasons was a change I took very seriously. The ring
is periodically highlighted throughout the movie but never explained or mentioned. It is
very possible that men of the social status of Jekyll, Lanyon and Utterson would be
Freemasons. One of the key elements of the story is the bond of the Victorian Gentlemen
and how this is so strong that they would be willing to put themselves at risk in many
ways for one another. The bond could be further explained if they were of the ancient
Freemason fraternity.
JEKYLL
Lanyon ... there was a time. But my
dear friend Hastie Lanyon won't help
me now. He can't.
BRADSHAW
Of course he will.
Jekyll responds, nearly interrupting Bradshaw.
JEKYLL
No. This is beyond his power. Beyond
his belief.
Bradshaw notices the bowl, slightly uncovered by the towel. He
reaches down and removes the towel, revealing the bowl and its
label: H.Y.D.E.
BRADSHAW
What is this, Sir? This dragon you are
chasing?
JEKYLL
No, no, Bradshaw. I am chasing
nothing. Is that why Mr. Poole and the
other servants fear the site of me as
of late?
BRADSHAW
No one fears you, Sir.
They do.

JEKYLL

BRADSHAW
No they don't. They fear ... him.
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There is a long pause.
Jekyll pushes the H.Y.D.E. Bowl aside.
AUTHOR NOTES: The H.Y.D.E bowl was an idea I ended up ditching prior to production. It
felt too contrived at that point.
JEKYLL
Bradshaw, rest easier knowing your
master is free of the dragon ...
regardless of any past misconduct.
BRADSHAW
Then what is it, Sir?
Another pause.
JEKYLL
A solution. A solution to many
problems. A mix of chemical and
organic compounds.
BRADSHAW
And what is it a solution to?
Jekyll scoffs.
JEKYLL
I'm still working that bit out.
BRADSHAW
Mr. Utterson called. He was hoping for
a moment of your time.
JEKYLL
Utterson? What did that fool want?
BRADSHAW
I think it was about your will, Sir.
JEKYLL
My will? He needs to let that damned
thing rest as is.
BRADSHAW
What should I tell him?
JEKYLL
To leave it be.
BRADSHAW
Leave it be.
JEKYLL
Yes. That is what I want. I will be
going away for a few days. Utterson
can see me when I return.
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Yes, Sir.

BRADSHAW

Bradshaw considers saying something else, then refrains. He lets
out a short sigh.
JEKYLL
Ask your question.
BRADSHAW
Will he be here while you are away?
JEKYLL
Him who? You can say his name. After
all, he is my protege.
BRADSHAW
Will Edward be using your lab in your
absence?
JEKYLL
I don't know. I don't think so. But if
he does, you are not to bother him. Let
Edward go about his business.
BRADSHAW
Of course. Same as always.
JEKYLL
Is there something else, Bradshaw?
Again, a pause.
BRADSHAW
No, nothing else.
Jekyll gestures in the air with his hand, shooing Bradshaw away.
JEKYLL
I need time. To be alone. Only me.
Jekyll leans forward, crosses his arms on the table and buries
his head into them.
BRADSHAW
You need rest, Sir. Rest.
Jekyll appears to nod and releases a subtle noise, almost a
whimper.
Bradshaw raises a hand and very nearly places it on Jekyll's back
in comfort, but refrains.
BRADSHAW (CONT'D)
Very well, then. Call me if you need
anything.
Bradshaw exits, leaving Jekyll alone, whimpering in the dark.
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JEKYLL
I need ... I need to leave.
EXT. LONDON - SOHO - NIGHT
Jekyll moves quickly through the dark and dank streets of Soho.
Another figure, Hyde, moves in pace behind him, yet at a
distance.
Jekyll approaches a building lit with a RED LIGHT. There is a
makeshift sign hanging above the entrance that has a COAT OF ARMS
and the words "House of Lords."
AUTHOR NOTES: Now we see how the relationship between the two men is beginning to
develop. I wanted the conversations to come across as real conversations that the two
characters were actually having. As a viewer, you would retrospectively realize these
conversations couldn’t be occurring in this fashion, but that they did actually happen
between the two as the characters battle for control of the physical body.
HYDE
Where are you going, Henry?
JEKYLL
I need to escape.
HYDE
Escape? Escape what? You're running.
You've been running your whole life.
JEKYLL
Leave me. Please.
HYDE
I'll never leave you, Henry. Never.
Jekyll turns and approaches Hyde.
JEKYLL
You're destroying me, Edward.
Hyde points firmly in the direction from where they came. He is
angry, on the brink of explosion.
HYDE
They're destroying you. They are! Not
me. If they knew of any of this ...
they would bring this facade of yours
crashing down, Henry. Them, your
friends ... they would decimate you.
JEKYLL
You are seeing me to my eternal
damnation.
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HYDE
No, no, no. You were doing that fine
on your own, lurking in the shadows,
pretending to neatly fit into the
aristocracy to which you were born.
You feel shame for who you really are.
You feel shame for this.
Hyde stands with both arms open, welcoming in The House of Lords.
HYDE (CONT'D)
There's no shame here.
Hyde leans in close to Jekyll.
HYDE (CONT'D)
There's freedom. There's peace and
pleasure. There's life and there's
living.
Jekyll pulls away from Hyde and walks toward the entrance to The
House of Lords.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Yes, go, Henry, go. Release yourself.
Enjoy this life.
Jekyll pauses at the door.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Shall I go with you?
JEKYLL
No. I can do this on my own.
HYDE
You always have. And you've always
held back, but you needn't anymore.
Let me show you.
JEKYLL
Not this time.
HYDE
We'll see about that.
Jekyll enters the building.
INT. HOUSE OF LORDS - SAME TIME
The bar is a place of pleasures and sin, filled with denizens
of dank beyond redemption. Smoke from opium and tobacco fills
the air. Prostitutes mill about. Gambling is at one table and
drinking at another.
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AUTHOR NOTES: What type of trouble would the double dealing Jekyll be getting into
before and after the existence of Mr. Edward Hyde? Most likely, it would have been
trouble that would have damaged his reputation, not landed him in jail – things he could
have done freely as Hyde. Up until Hyde commits murder, there is no reason to assume
he is breaking the law to a great extent. The most obvious forms of debauchery for
Jekyll/Hyde would be prostitutes, gambling and drinking. Maybe a few other edgy things
like bare knuckle fighting or opium use could be thrown in. This scene was shot in its
entirety to give indications of each, but it was ultimately trimmed way down to give
more of just a hint to the viewer – more detail than Stevenson delivers, but not as much
as written here.
A YOUNG MAN, TRISTAN, bumps into Jekyll as he enters. Jekyll
makes a FIST in defense.
TRISTAN
Get out a my way, little man.
Jekyll releases his fist and holds an open palm in the air,
revealing his intentions of peace.
TRISTAN (CONT'D)
'Ats what I thought, now. You don't
want any trouble, do ya?
No, sir.

JEKYLL

TRISTAN
I ain't no sir, mister. But if it's
pleasure you're after, 'en go see
Maude.
Tristan pushes Jekyll towards a middle-aged prostitute named
MAUDE.
Maude smiles upon seeing Jekyll and welcomes him with open arms.
MAUDE
Harry! You're back
JEKYLL
I'm here, yes.
MAUDE
What's first then? The devil doctor
and his smoke or me?
JEKYLL
I ... I don't know.
MAUDE
I'll tell you what, you can have me for
free, if you can get rid of 'im.
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Maude points back to a BELLIGERENT PATRON, MR. FIELD, who quickly
approaches Jekyll.
MR. FIELD
Is this little sod bothering you,
Maude?
MAUDE
He was about to fight you for my honor.
Mr. Field guffaws in near hysterics.
MR. FIELD
Honor? You ain't had no honor since
you were two minutes old. Your mother
birthed you in this brothel.
She mocks Jekyll.
MAUDE
That's what I said, but old Harry
keeps saying he wants to make a lady
out of me.
MR. FIELD
A lady? You're barely a woman.
JEKYLL
Enough! What's the game?
Maude stands between them.
MAUDE
Winner gets me for free ... but he pays
for the opium.
MR. FIELD
Fair enough.
Jekyll STRIKES Mr. Field unexpectedly. The man takes a few steps
back and laughs.
MR. FIELD (CONT'D)
You sneaky little arse. My turn.
Mr. Field strikes Jekyll in the face, who collapses and falls
to the ground.
MR. FIELD (CONT'D)
That was easy.
MAUDE
And disappointing. I like him better.
MR. FIELD
Too bad. You got me.
Mr. Field Man puts his arm around Maude and walks into the crowd.
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Hyde appears and pulls Jekyll to his feet.
AUTHOR NOTES: This segment is supposed to imply that Jekyll has taken his drug and
changed into Hyde. As Hyde, he can now handle the situation in which Jekyll is unable or
too afraid.
HYDE
Wait here a minute, Captain. I'll get
this for you.
Hyde chases after Maude and Mr. Field.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Hey there. I want to play this game.
MR. FIELD
You won't stand a chance, little man.
HYDE
I never do.
Mr. Field steps forward.
MR. FIELD
Who's starting then?
MAUDE
You are. And you better win.
MR. FIELD
Hear that? You don't stand a chance
either way.
Mr. Field cocks his arm back. Hyde LUNGES in and strikes the man
in the GUT. Mr. Field bows over and Hyde delivers a vicious
UPPERCUT sending him sprawling backward. As the man is
stumbling, Hyde grabs hold of his head and smashes Mr. Field's
face into his knee. Mr. Field collapses to the ground.
MAUDE
That's quite enough, Mr. Hyde.
HYDE
It's never enough. I'd kill him if you
asked me to.
MAUDE
Well I'm not asking for anything so
noble from a gentleman such as you.
HYDE
Good. Because there's nothing
gentlemanly or noble about me.
Hyde turns around and notices that Jekyll is gone, then turns
back to Maude.
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HYDE (CONT'D)
Go and get things ready, sweets. I'll
be right back.
Hyde turns away and exits the bar.
EXT. THE HOUSE OF LORDS - SAME TIME
Hyde rushes out to find Jekyll standing alone.
AUTHOR NOTES: This conversation between Jekyll and Hyde is one of my favorite scenes
on paper and in the finished movie. It really dives into the relationship they have and it
explains where they are headed. We learn here that Hyde is stronger and that he will be
taking over the estate, ultimately meaning Hyde is winning the battle for the physical
form of Jekyll.
HYDE
She's ours now.
Jekyll looks shameful.
JEKYLL
She's never been mine.
HYDE
Not true, but don't you worry, she'll
be safe with me.
Jekyll stumbles back. Hyde takes hold of his eyes with one hand
and pries them open, revealing Jekyll's bloodshot eyes.
HYDE (CONT'D)
You smoke too much, Henry.
Hyde takes hold of one of Jekyll's hands.
HYDE (CONT'D)
You always have or you wouldn't need
me.
He smacks the hand.
HYDE (CONT'D)
These used to be the hands of a
surgeon.
Jekyll's hands shake.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Never again. They're ruined.
JEKYLL
Leave me, please.
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HYDE
I can't do that.
Hyde releases his hands.
HYDE (CONT'D)
And what about her? What's little
Maude going to do when she finds out
her mysterious man, Harry, is really
Dr. Henry Jekyll, a man of high
society?
JEKYLL
You mustn't expose me.
HYDE
You can't hide these dirty secrets
forever .... What will your friends
say? Utterson? Lanyon? The law?
Someday they will know.
JEKYLL
They must never know. It will ruin me.
HYDE
It will indeed. The esteemed Henry
Jekyll will be a name synonymous with
shame.
Unless?

JEKYLL

HYDE
Unless you leave. Vanish. Let it all
fall to me. The entire estate.
JEKYLL
I can't do that.
HYDE
You must. Or humiliation will always
be yours.
And then?

JEKYLL

HYDE
Then? You are gone and away, but not
from memory. They will say, "Do you
remember Henry Jekyll? He was a worthy
man. An honorable man." And they will
ask, "Whatever became of him? I don't
know," they'll say, "but he was liked
and respected." They'll remember you
that way, they will.
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JEKYLL
And you? What will they think of you?
HYDE
Nothing. They'll barely notice me.
I'm not you.
JEKYLL
You never will be me. You're not
capable of it.
HYDE
Thankfully, you are right.
A calm overcomes both of them.
What now?

JEKYLL

HYDE
Now? You prepare.
JEKYLL
I will go and you will take control of
my estate. Know that this is not what
I want.
HYDE
I understand but it will save your
legacy and leave your reputation
untarnished.
JEKYLL
If I could only be so lucky.
HYDE
You will be. You have a long-respected
family name. You will always be the
esteemed Henry Jekyll and I will
always be the despicable Edward Hyde.
JEKYLL
The reputation of my family name.
There is nothing more important.
HYDE
Nothing. That's right, brother. Save
your name.
Hyde takes hold of Jekyll's hand and places a VIAL OF WHITE POWDER
into Jekyll's palm.
JEKYLL
What's this?
HYDE
The powder.
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Hyde releases Jekyll.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Take it, my friend. My oldest friend.
Let the powder consume you.
JEKYLL
And it will consume me.
Jekyll holds the vial to his nose and inhales.
AUTHOR NOTES: At the conclusion of the discussion, Hyde is victor, showing his strength
over the weakening Jekyll. He then goes back to the pub and takes control.
INT. THE HOUSE OF LORDS - MOMENTS LATER
Hyde enters the bar. He is happy and euphoric. Tristan approaches
Hyde and points at him.
TRISTAN
You lowly, scum. What are you doing
here?
Hyde takes hold of TRISTAN'S FINGER and bends it backward,
cowering him to the ground.
HYDE
Hello, ladies. I'm back.
There is a long pause.
HYDE (CONT'D)
Are you ready for me?
EXT. LONDON - NIGHT
We move through London, to a different part of the city, still
and always engulfed in a yellow layer of smog.
INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY - NIGHT
AUTHOR NOTES: One of the most important things for me was to portray Utterson as
the main character, as the novella does. This scene is essentially the first four pages of
the novella. It sets the stage for Utterson, his own duality, his relationship to Jekyll, his
concern over the will, his trust in his paralegal Mr. Guest and it further adds the
importance of the relationship with Mr. Enfield, a friend and distant cousin (as noted in
the novella).
GABRIEL JOHN UTTERSON steps solemnly into his study. Utterson
is a man of "rugged countenance" and never smiles. He is stern
and very formal, somewhat rigid. But there is something in his
eyes, his movements, and his personality that reveal an
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underlying compassion and softness. He is a man of opposites and
contradictions.
Utterson is holding a LARGE ENVELOPE. He places it on a desk.
There is a LETTER attached to the envelope. At a glance, it is
clearly addressed with the words: My Dear Utterson, followed by
a brief, handwritten note.
Utterson sighs and exits the room.
For a moment, we see only the dimly lit room. It is plain and
simple, the desk at its center.
Utterson returns holding a GLASS and a DECANTER. He places the
glass on the desk and opens it with great deliberation. He pours
the liquor into the glass and sets teh decanter down.
After a LONG PAUSE, he sips at the drink. He clearly enjoys the
concoction, nearly smiling, but does not finish it. He closes
his eyes, breathes deep and enjoys the flavor, the smell, and
the age. Then he pushes it aside, unfinished.
Mmmm.

UTTERSON

He reaches for the drink, but refrains and pushes it further
away.
On the desk is a PLAYBILL for PROMETHEUS UNBOUND. Utterson picks
up the playbill, examines it, then taps it against the table.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
Too long. It's been too long. Twenty
years? Unbelievable.
Utterson rises from his seated position, opens the decanter and
carefully pours the drink back into it.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
The greater.
He grabs a SECOND DECANTER from inside the desk drawer and pours
himself another drink. The desk drawer remains open.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
The lesser.
He sips from the second drink, clearly dissatisfied.
In the desk are two documents. One is a SECOND ENVELOPE, sealed
with wax. Beneath the seal are the words: To be opened only after
the death or disappearance of Henry Jekyll.
He retrieves the other document, a POCKET FOLDER. He opens the
folder, revealing a document entitled: The Last Will and
Testament of Dr. Henry Jekyll, February, 1886.
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Utterson reaches into the first envelope and retrieves another,
single page document. Similarly, it is entitled: The Last Will
and Testament of Dr. Henry Jekyll, November, 1886.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
How things change ...
Utterson picks up the attached letter and reads silently.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
My dear Utterson. When this falls into
your hands, I shall have disappeared
under circumstances I cannot foresee.
A KNOCK at the study door interrupts Utterson. It is MR. GUEST,
Utterson's paralegal.
UTTERSON
Yes, what is it, Mr. Guest?
GUEST
Richard's downstairs.
UTTERSON
Our Sunday walk. I forgot.
GUEST
Shall I inform him you are indisposed.
UTTERSON
No, that would be shameful of me.
(BEAT)
Mr. Guest, a question for you ...
Guest notices the will.
GUEST
Put the will away, Mr. Utterson. I
have never seen you struggle so
mightily with something of such a
common nature.
UTTERSON
But this will is uncommon.
Utterson roles the will and reveals that he to wears the RING
of the FREE MASON.
GUEST
Yes, but those are the wishes of Dr.
Jekyll.
Utterson gives Guest a glare that has both a mix of frustration
and playfulness.
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UTTERSON
Since when does my clerk tell me the
limits of the law?
GUEST
I would never presume to tell-UTTERSON
Who plans for their own disappearance
unless ...
Utterson opens the will again and reads it over. He then reads
a portion aloud.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
... all possessions, monies and the
entirety of my estate shall pass into
the hands of my friend and benefactor,
Edward Hyde, in the case of my
disappearance or unexplained absence
for any period of exceeding three
calendar months.
GUEST
It is strange, agreed.
UTTERSON
I thought it was madness, but now I
begin to fear it is disgrace.
Utterson continues to review the will.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
He even goes so far as to exonerate
Hyde from any possible wrongdoing if
he, Jekyll, should disappear.
(BEAT)
It must be blackmail.
GUEST
Is there someone you can confide in?
Someone who might know?
Utterson contemplates the question.
UTTERSON
Perhaps. Dr. Lanyon might know
something. We were a close trio of
friends at one time ... but there are
limits to friendship.
GUEST
And to the law.
UTTERSON
Yes. And which is greater?
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GUEST
Rhetorical question?
Utterson looks at Guest and nods.
UTTERSON
Tell Richard I'll be right down.
Guest exits and Utterson continues his deliberation enclosing
the will into a desk drawer and sliding it closed.
SLIDE TO:
EXT. STREETS OF LONDON - LATER
AUTHOR NOTES: Enfield is barely mentioned in the novel but his character is of crucial
importance. His “story of the door” sets everything in motion and compels Utterson to
search for Hyde. Enfield, as alluded to by Stevenson, is a gentleman who has no problem
conducting himself in an ungentlemanly fashion. He stays out late and goes into parts of
London that aren’t considered upper class – places where a person like Hyde would
frequent – things that could lead to trouble. I wanted Enfield to play a more important
role in the movie to show the difference between characters – Utterson, who follows the
code of the gentleman to the letter; Jekyll, who is greatly conflicted by the code; and
Enfield, who follows the code when it is convenient or simply the right thing to do.
Utterson and RICHARD ENFIELD walk quietly on the streets of
London. They move in silence for quite some time.
They move into a quieter, back alley-type area.
Enfield pauses for a moment.
ENFIELD
You're very quiet tonight, Gabe.
UTTERSON
No more quiet than usual.
ENFIELD
You're distracted ... the hypocrisy
of the legal system I imagine.
UTTERSON
You know me well. Even in silence.
ENFIELD
The reward for decades of friendship,
family or not, cousin.
Utterson smiles slightly and steps away, BRINGING A RUNDOWN DOOR
into Enfield's view.
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ENFIELD (CONT'D)
This will distract you further ...
that door.
Enfield points to the door.
ENFIELD (CONT'D)
Have you seen that door before?
Utterson gives the door a look of recognition and begins to nod
in reply, but Enfield cuts him off paying no attention to
Utterson's reaction.
ENFIELD (CONT'D)
Two weeks back I was coming home near
three in the morning.
UTTERSON
Late night, Richard?
ENFIELD
Early, Gabriel. Very early.
Enfield smiles slyly.
UTTERSON
The hour of the ne'er-do-well.
Indeed ...

ENFIELD
FADE TO:
FLASHBACK:

EXT. SAME STREET - TWO WEEKS PRIOR - NIGHT
Enfield is garbed in a cloak, walking with a slight stumble,
apparently intoxicated. A FEW PEOPLE walk the streets in close
proximity.
AUTHOR NOTES: The story of the young girl, Mary, being trampled is a crucial turning
point in the story for Utterson. When he hears Enfield recall the story, he becomes
infatuated with knowing the connection between Hyde and Jekyll. This interpretation
explain in more detail why the girl would be out so late and it develops Stevenson’s
critical first chapter.
Something catches his attention at THE DOOR. A man, quietly
exits, shrouded by the night, we can see that it is Mr. Edward
Hyde.
Enfield is caught off-guard by Hyde's appearance and stares
blatantly. Hyde makes EYE CONTACT briefly, then brushes Enfield
off and walks away. He glances over his shoulder, finding Enfield
again, then Hyde begins to speed up, breaking into a run.
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A sudden movement from the end of the street grabs Enfield's
attention. There is another person running. It is a YOUNG GIRL
of eight or nine. Her name is MARY.
Mary and Hyde are heading toward one another, both running
unaware of the other.
Wait ...

ENFIELD

Enfield speaks out, but his initial attempt is too soft.
Stop!

ENFIELD (CONT'D)

Enfield moves toward the inevitable collision.
happens, he momentarily cowers back.

When it

Hyde and Mary collide. The brute force of Hyde hurls the girl
backward. He stumbles, then tramples right over the top of her.
OTHER PEOPLE on the street take notice.
Mary is apparently unconscious on the ground.
Hyde scans her with his eyes, then begins to back away. He turns
in an effort to retreat.
Enfield GRABS HYDE'S SHOULDER and shoves him against the wall.
ENFIELD (CONT'D)
No, you don't, you wretched little
man.
A MAN and WOMAN, MR. AND MRS. PALMER, hurry to the aid of Mary.
ENFIELD (CONT'D)
Is she okay?
MR. PALMER
Girl? Girl? Are you hurt?
She opens her eyes and looks around in confusion.
MARY
My mom. My mother.
MRS. PALMER
We'll find your mother for you.
MARY
No, not that. I need the doctor.
A WOMAN, MS. STEVENSON, walks onto the scene.
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MS. STEVENSON
I know this girl. Her mother's sick.
What were you doing out this late,
Mary?
Enfield continues to detain Hyde.
MARY
I went to fetch the doctor for my mom.
She needs her medicine.
ENFIELD
You'd better hope that girl is okay.
Mrs. Palmer helps Mary sit up.
MRS. PALMER
Are you okay, little lady?
Mary nods and rubs her head.
MARY
My head hurts.
MR. PALMER
You took a nasty spill, but you look
okay.
MARY
That mean, nasty man ran into me.
Mr. Palmer walks over to Enfield and glares angrily at Hyde.
MR. PALMER
He looks like trouble to me.
MS. STEVENSON
Mean and nasty's right.
Mr. Palmer places his hand against Hyde's chest and pushes him
firmly against the wall.
Hyde growls in a very guttural tone.
HYDE
Release me.
MR. PALMER
Where were you running to in such a
hurry?
MS. STEVENSON
What kind of man runs over a little
girl.
HYDE
I didn't see her.
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MS. STEVENSON
You're a disgusting, little man.
Hyde clenches his fists tightly. He moves slightly, his coat
shuffles, to reveal a KNIFE hanging from his belt. Nobody else
notices the knife except Enfield.
MR. PALMER
A real creep you are, scurrying about.
Hyde puts a hand AGAINST THE KNIFE. Enfield leans in and whispers
into his ear.
ENFIELD
I see that blade. Do you see mine?
Enfield pulls his jacket back to reveal a revolver tucked into
his pants. Hyde retracts his hand.
MS. STEVENSON
I say we fetch the police.
Mary is gently tugging on Ms. Stevenson's arm.
MARY
What about my mother?
HYDE
There is no need to involve the
police.
ENFIELD
I'll make the call.
HYDE
There has to be another way. We can
work this out.
ENFIELD
What are you suggesting?
HYDE
Restitution. Financial, naturally.
There is a long pause for consideration. Enfield and the others
look repeatedly at one another.
MS. STEVENSON
It would help the family.
Ms. Stevenson wraps her arm around Mary's shoulder.
MR. ENFIELD
Can you make it worth their while?
Immensely.

HYDE
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MR. PALMER and MR. ENFIELD release Hyde, who shrugs and dusts
himself off.
HYDE (CONT'D)
My benefactor is just inside.
Hyde motions to the door.
HYDE (CONT'D)
He'll write a check. A handsome one.
The others watch Hyde with suspicion.
Ms. Stevenson pulls Mary in close to keep her warm and secure.
MARY
I need to help my mother.
MS. STEVENSON
We'll get you home now.
(BEAT)
I'll fetch her father.
Mary and Ms. Stevenson walk away.
Mr. Enfield, Mrs. Palmer and Mr. Palmer turn their full attention
to Hyde.
HYDE
I'll make this worth it for all of you.
Mrs. Palmer leans in close.
MRS. PALMER
We don't want money, you filth.
ENFIELD
Take care of that girl and her family.
HYDE
Fine. Follow me.
Hyde leads them toward the door.
UTTERSON (V.O.)
And that was the end of it?
ENFIELD (V.O.)
Well, no, we got the check from the
benefactor took it to the bank in the
morning for verification and gave it
to the girl's family.
Hyde enters the door, leaving the others outside.
END FLASHBACK
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EXT. SAME STREET - NIGHT
Utterson and Enfield both stare at the door.
AUTHOR NOTES: Late in the novella, Enfield reveals that he figured out the door is a rear
entrance to Jekyll’s house. I decided to put that revelation here so it would flow better
within the context of the story.
UTTERSON
And this benefactor, the signature on
the check, did you meet this fellow?
ENFIELD
No, but I know him. You know him
better.
UTTERSON
Let's not repeat his name then.
ENFIELD
Agreed. It's blackmail for certain.
It must be.
The two men begin walking again without further conversation for
a long while. Enfield breaks the silence.
ENFIELD (CONT'D)
It's shameful that someone of such
high regard would be mixed up with
this Hyde fellow.
Utterson abruptly stops and turns Enfield toward him.
Hyde?

UTTERSON

ENFIELD
Yes, the pitiful little creature
responsible for trampling that girl.
You know him?
UTTERSON
In name only.
ENFIELD
Be thankful you have not set eyes on
him.
UTTERSON
Why? What is he like?
ENFIELD
He's not easy to describe.
UTTERSON
I don't understand.
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ENFIELD
There is something wrong with his
appearance. Something displeasing
and downright detestable. I never saw
a man I so disliked and, yet, scarce
no why.
UTTERSON
Odd. I should like to see him.
ENFIELD
No, you shouldn't.
UTTERSON
One more question.
(PAUSE)
How did he enter the door? Was it
unlocked?
ENFIELD
He had a key.
UTTERSON
You are certain?
ENFIELD
Quite. I witnessed him use it. Why is
that worthy of note, if it's his
house?
UTTERSON
It's not his house.
ENFIELD
How do you know? Then whose house is
this?
Utterson stares knowingly at Enfield. Enfield looks around and
studies the neighborhood, the street, the building.
UTTERSON
Do you understand now ... It's a
backdoor, not the main entrance.
ENFIELD
Indeed. The house of his benefactor.
A man of high regard. This would be
nothing short of scandalous.
UTTERSON
It would destroy the reputation of a
good man. A good friend.
ENFIELD
Let us make a bargain to never speak
of this again.
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UTTERSON
With all my heart, I shake hands on
that, Richard.
The two shake hands then continue their walk in silence.
EXT. ESTABLISHING SHOT - LONDON - DR. LANYON'S HOUSE
We see a wealthy area of London, the home of Dr. Hastie Lanyon.
INT. DR. LANYON'S LIVING ROOM
DR. HASTIE LANYON and Utterson sit across from one another in
a very formal room. They are sipping from BRANDY GLASSES.
AUTHOR NOTES: True to the story, this scene really delves into the relationship of the
three friends, the differences between Lanyon and Jekyll, and the undying bond of
brotherhood that will eventually rip them apart.
Lanyon drinks from his glass. He, too, has the ring of a FREE
MASON.
LANYON
What is this urgent matter, then,
Gabriel?
Utterson speaks, as if ashamed.
UTTERSON
I'd rather not speak of it, in fact,
I said I wouldn't, but I feel that I
must.
LANYON
You have my discretion.
UTTERSON
I suppose, Lanyon, you and I must be
the two oldest friends that Henry
Jekyll has.
LANYON
So this is about Jekyll then?
UTTERSON
Indirectly, yes.
LANYON
There is nothing more direct.
Lanyon reaches across and firmly grabs Utterson on the knee.
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LANYON (CONT'D)
I wish these friends were younger. I
see little of him now.
Without much notice, Lanyon rubs the ring of the Free Mason with
his other hand.
UTTERSON
I thought you had a bond of common
interest.
Lanyon rises and walks away from Utterson.
LANYON
We had. We were men of science. Men of
research. More than just doctors.
UTTERSON
You said, were. Things have changed,
I assume.
LANYON
They always do. I primarily focus on
surgery these days. I help patients
with proven methods and treatments.
UTTERSON
I'm not aware of Jekyll having
patients any longer.
LANYON
That's because he doesn't. Over the
last ten years he has moved beyond the
realms of conventional science and
medicine.
UTTERSON
So it is in matters of science the two
of you disagree, then?
LANYON
To some degree, yes. I heard that lab
he keeps in his home is more
reminiscent of a Mary Shelley novel
than a respected man of science.
Utterson rises and walks over to Lanyon.
UTTERSON
Continue, please.
LANYON
Henry Jekyll has become too fanciful
for me. He is wrong. Wrong in mind, but
he refuses help at every turn. He
self-medicates with concoctions he
creates.
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UTTERSON
Where have his studies turned?
LANYON
Unscientific balderdash! That's
where.
Lanyon becomes visually irritated.
LANYON (CONT'D)
Studies of mysticism and fantasy!
It's medical heresy. Shameful. If I
told of what I knew, he'd be a
disgrace.
UTTERSON
But you wouldn't do that, Lanyon.
Lanyon breathes deep, calming down.
LANYON
Of course not. Our bonds go beyond
medicine.
UTTERSON
Beyond friendship even.
LANYON
If need be, yes.
(BEAT)
He's in trouble, isn't he?
UTTERSON
I can't say with certainty, but
there's something. Someone.
(PAUSE)
Do you know a protege of his -- Mr.
Hyde? Edward Hyde.
LANYON
Hyde? No. Never heard of him.
UTTERSON
You are certain?
LANYON
I can make inquiries.
UTTERSON
It would be better not to.
LANYON
If I can help, I will. I owe both of
you that much.
UTTERSON
Thank you, Lanyon. Hopefully, it
won't be necessary.
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LANYON
Please be careful, Gabriel. Knowing
very little of this path, I doubt you
will like where it takes you.
UTTERSON
As I am quickly becoming aware.
LANYON
Can you stop?
UTTERSON
I don't think so. Not yet. Not for
Henry's sake.
Lanyon places a comforting hand on Utterson's shoulder.
FADE TO:
DREAMSCAPE
EXT. STREETS OF LONDON - NIGHT
In a misty world, the confrontation between Hyde and the Young
Girl is replayed repeatedly -- from different angles and from
different perspectives.
AUTHOR NOTES: This scene and the next scene did not make the final cut but the written
purpose was to show the nightmares Utterson has about protecting Jekyll and
confronting Hyde.
At one point it is seen from Hyde's perspective, then, Enfield's,
then the Young Girl's.
At one point, we see Utterson watching from across the street.
He slowly moves closer to the confrontation after the collision.
He walks upon it and watches. The incident continues to replay
rapidly, while Utterson moves in real time, trying to catch the
pieces that he can.
Finally, it is Utterson who takes Hyde and pushes him to the wall.
Hyde glares at the lawyer and speaks with a low growl and complete
disdain.
HYDE
Utterson ... at last.
END DREAM.
INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY - NIGHT
Utterson shutters and jolts awake from a sitting position in his
chair. He is holding a drink, which he SPILLS on himself.
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He sets the drink on the table and stands, wiping the liquid from
his suit.
UTTERSON
Henry Jekyll, what have you gotten
yourself into?
Utterson leans forward on the table.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
I will help you, my friend. I will help
you to rid yourself of this fiend. But
first, I must find him.
(PAUSE)
If he be, Mr. Hyde, I will be Mr. Seek.
INT. THE WORLD OF HYDE - NIGHT
Hyde stands centered. He holds a cane in one hand, a flask in
the other and he smiles. The world moves quickly and in a blur
behind him, while he stays in real time.
AUTHOR NOTES: True to the text, this scene relays the initial and confrontational first
encounter between Hyde and Utterson.
At times, the occurrences are in the FOREFRONT and at other
times, they are in the BACKGROUND
Different images and scenarios play out all around Hyde.
At one point, he appears to be in a BROTHEL with a cornucopia
of scantily clad women behind him, drinking and socializing.
Next, he is in a CASINO, with gambling and crowds milling about.
Then, he finds himself in a DRUG DEN, with all that happens there.
Various drugs and people can be seen in the blur around Hyde.
The final sequence reveals some type of violent conflict with
a crowd and TWO BLOODIED MEN. A FRANTIC WOMAN can be made out
pointing toward Hyde.
FRANTIC WOMAN
It was him! It was that wretched
little man!
The CAMERA MOVES in on Hyde, who smiles with a combination of
complete contempt and contentment.
CUT TO:
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EXT. OUTSIDE JEKYLL'S BACKDOOR - LATER THAT NIGHT
CLOSE UP on a SKELETON KEY as it unlocks, but does not open the
door. The CAMERA PULLS BACK to reveal Mr. Hyde.
Hyde turns to find Utterson standing behind him. Hyde is
momentarily caught off guard and somewhat concerned.
Hyde is wearing a hat and his face is HIDDEN IN THE SHADOWS of
night.
UTTERSON
Mr. Hyde, I think?
Hyde scours the area with his eyes to see if there are others
around.
HYDE
Who is with you?
UTTERSON
No one. Are you Mr. Hyde?
HYDE
That is my name. What do you want?
Utterson steps forward, causing Hyde to retract instinctively
against the door.
UTTERSON
I am an old friend of Dr. Jekyll's.
Utterson. You must have heard my name.
Utterson reaches for the door.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
Will you admit me?
Hyde blocks the door and stands up, with a bold demeanor.
HYDE
Dr. Jekyll is not here. He is far from
home, old friend.
Utterson attempts to inspect Hyde's outer appearance.
UTTERSON
Might you remove your hat so I can see
your face?
Hyde slowly removes his hat and stares at Utterson.
HYDE
With pleasure.
Utterson musters a very coy smile.
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UTTERSON
Now I shall know you if we meet again.
HYDE
Yes, it is well we should have met. You
should have my address. We will have
business again.
Hyde hands Utterson a BUSINESS CARD.
Perhaps.

UTTERSON

HYDE
Now, it is your turn. Do tell, how did
you know me?
UTTERSON
By description.
HYDE
Whose description?
UTTERSON
We have common friends.
Hyde becomes visually upset, but not angry, not yet.
HYDE
Common friends? Who are they?
UTTERSON
Jekyll, for instance.
Hyde is now angry.
HYDE
He would have never told you about me.
I would not have taken you for a liar.
Liar.
UTTERSON
Come, that is not a fitting accusation
to make of a gentleman. He had to tell
me.
Hyde calms.
HYDE
He had to tell you ... ah, yes, the
will.
UTTERSON
You know about the will?
Of course.

HYDE
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Hyde reaches for the door and slowly pulls it open. He slithers
his way inside. When he is nearly out of sight, he makes one final
comment to Utterson.
HYDE (CONT'D)
As I said, we will have business
together in the future.
UTTERSON
Is that Satan's signature I see upon
you?
HYDE
See what you like.
UTTERSON
What are you planning?
HYDE
I am planning nothing. It is the
doctor you should speak with, old
friend.
Hyde closes the door.
EXT. FRONT OF JEKYLL'S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER
The front door opens revealing Mr. Poole, who finds Utterson
standing before him.
AUTHOR NOTES: True to the text again, we get the scene with Poole being questioned
by Utterson about the relationship between Hyde and Jekyll. Poole reveals that Jekyll is
having a party because, he, of course, knows the importance of being seen socially.
POOLE
Mr. Utterson, a pleasure to see you.
UTTERSON
Is Henry home?
POOLE
He is away. I do not know when he'll
return.
UTTERSON
But Mr. Hyde is here. I saw him enter
through the back and go into the
laboratory.
Poole is clearly displeased.
POOLE
Mr. Hyde has a key. He comes and goes
as he pleases.
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UTTERSON
With whose permission?
POOLE
With Dr. Jekyll's permission, of
course.
UTTERSON
Who is he? How long has he been coming
around?
POOLE
Dr. Jekyll said Mr. Hyde is his oldest
friend, but we have only met him
within the last year.
UTTERSON
I thought I was his oldest friend.
POOLE
Apparently not.
(BEAT)
He frightens me.
UTTERSON
Who? Henry?
POOLE
No, Sir. Hyde. He is an abomination of
sorts. The things he says. He's evil.
UTTERSON
What hold does Hyde have over him? How
is Henry indebted to this man?
POOLE
I can't say, because I do not know.
Perhaps sins from the past.
Utterson nods and nearly smiles.
UTTERSON
Henry was a hellion. Always into some
kind of trouble.
POOLE
Believe me, Mr. Utterson, I am aware.
UTTERSON
What could Jekyll have done in his
youth that would give this creature
free reign now? You've heard nothing?
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POOLE
I hear plenty, but nothing that gives
an answer to your question.
(BEAT)
You will help him, won't you?
UTTERSON
This Mr. Hyde, if he were studied,
must have secrets of his own; dark
secrets by the look of him. I would
imagine Jekyll's worst would look
like sunshine in comparison.
POOLE
Is Dr. Jekyll in danger?
UTTERSON
You know Mr. Hyde better than me, what
do you think?
POOLE
I do, Mr. Utterson. I believe the
doctor is in imminent danger.
UTTERSON
I will speak with Henry when
opportunity presents itself.
POOLE
Opportunity presents.
Poole reaches over to a nearby table where a pile of envelopes
sit. He searches through the envelopes and finds an ENVELOPE with
UTTERSON'S NAME. Poole hands the envelope to Utterson.
UTTERSON
What is it?
Utterson opens the package.
POOLE
The esteemed Dr. Henry Jekyll is
formally inviting his oldest friends
to a dinner party this Friday.
UTTERSON
A party? Why now?
POOLE
Even Dr. Jekyll hears the rumblings.
He understands the importance of
being seen.
UTTERSON
Will Hyde be in attendance?
Doubtful.

POOLE
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UTTERSON
Friday then.
POOLE
I will advise the doctor when he
returns.
UTTERSON
I will help him, Mr. Poole, if he will
let me.
EXT. DR. JEKYLL'S HOUSE - FRIDAY NIGHT
The night of the party, while still murky, seems to be more lively
from the exterior. A GROUP OF FORMAL MEN are gathered at the door,
leaving.
INT. DR. JEKYLL'S HOUSE - SAME TIME
The GROUP OF FORMAL MEN MUDDLE about saying their farewells.
Poole stands by the door, holding it open. Jekyll is near Poole.
Utterson lingers inside, away from the door.
AUTHOR NOTES: This scene combines elements existing and implied throughout the text
about Utterson having confronted Jekyll about the will. This is the first time the two men
speak of Hyde together. Jekyll angrily tells Utterson to back off and give Hyde his justice
– the contents of the will.
Utterson does not like the outcome but as a gentleman agrees to abide by his friend’s
wishes. Additionally, this is when the comparisons of Jekyll to a drug addict are first
made obvious. He says that he can quit Hyde anytime he likes – the effects of Hyde are
very much like a drug, to which Jekyll has clearly become addicted.
Jekyll’s degradation of health in the novella, although never outright stated, clearly
parallel the decline of a severe addict.
FORMAL MAN #1
Don't hide yourself away like this
again, Henry.
Jekyll smiles and shakes the man.
JEKYLL
I won't. I promise.
The two shake hands. Formal Man #2 grips Jekyll's hand firmly
and holds his shoulder in friendship while doing so.
FORMAL MAN #2
Wonderful evening, Henry. Truly.

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde an Annotated Screenplay Companion | Page 40

JEKYLL
It was. Thank you.
FORMAL MAN #2
You're quite the host.
The men exit, and Poole closes the door.
POOLE
Will there be anything else, Doctor?
JEKYLL
No, Poole. Thank you for this. I
couldn't have done it without you.
Poole makes eye contact with Utterson before leaving.
POOLE
Then I'll be off to my chamber. Ring
me if you need anything.
JEKYLL
Nothing more tonight.
Poole exits the room.

Jekyll turns to Utterson.

JEKYLL (CONT'D)
You're still here, old friend.
UTTERSON
I'm here for you, Henry.
JEKYLL
Do I sense an intervention of sorts?
UTTERSON
Of sorts, yes. I have been wanting to
speak with you. About that will of
yours.
JEKYLL
My poor Utterson.
Jekyll pours himself a drink. He raises the decanter in a silent
offer to Utterson, who responds with a waved hand, signaling a
nay.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
You are unfortunate to have me as a
client. I have never seen a will cause
so much anguish.
UTTERSON
I have never seen a will like yours.
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JEKYLL
I apologize for causing such a great
burden. I guess only Lanyon may carry
a greater weight with me as its cause.
He troubles over my scientific
heresies and you over my will. Your
plight, I understand, the will is odd,
but it is my request. Lanyon, however,
well, I have never been more
disappointed in any man. He closes his
eyes to progress.
UTTERSON
You know I've never approved of it.
Progress?
The will.

JEKYLL
UTTERSON

JEKYLL
I am aware, Gabriel. You have told me
as much on more than one occasion.
A feeling of urgency peaks in Utterson's voice.
UTTERSON
Then I will tell you again. I have
learned news, bad news, of your Mr.
Hyde.
Jekyll walks away from Utterson growing tired and frustrated.
JEKYLL
I thought we agreed to talk no further
about this. Stop this inquisition.
UTTERSON
I can't. What I have heard is
abominable.
JEKYLL
End this conversation.
UTTERSON
I have met the man, Henry. He is
detestable.
Henry sighs, calms himself and turns to Utterson.
JEKYLL
I can make no changes. You do not
understand my position. I am
painfully situated.
Utterson leans in close to Jekyll.
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UTTERSON
Harry, you know I am a man to be
trusted. Confide in me.
JEKYLL
My position is very strange. It can
not be mended by talking.
UTTERSON
Please, make a clean breast of this in
confidence. I promise, I can get you
out of it.
Jekyll reaches around Utterson's neck and pulls him close so they
are nearly touch foreheads.
JEKYLL
My friend, Utterson, this is
downright good of you. Better than I
deserve. I trust you fully, more than
any man alive, more than myself. The
situation is strange, yes, but it is
not as bad as you assume.
(BEAT)
I can be rid of Hyde any time I choose.
UTTERSON
But, Henry ...
JEKYLL
I know you disapprove. Edward told me
about your confrontation. He was
rude.
So was I.

UTTERSON

JEKYLL
Justly so. It is this same justice I
ask for Hyde. I have a great interest
in him, one I can't explain, but you
must trust. If the circumstances
present themselves, see to it, in
fact, promise me that Edward Hyde will
get all that is guaranteed by my will.
UTTERSON
I can't pretend I will ever like him.
JEKYLL
I don't ask that. I only ask for
justice and that you will help him
when I am no longer here.
UTTERSON
You speak in certainties, as if you
will disappear.
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JEKYLL
There are no certainties except the
promises we keep.
UTTERSON
This is what you want?
JEKYLL
It is what I need.
UTTERSON
Well, I promise.
Utterson exhales with a heavy sigh and pulls away from Jekyll.
He turns his back and moves toward the door. Jekyll watches him,
aware of the disappointment.
INT. JEKYLL'S LAB - THREE MONTHS LATER
Jekyll is in his lab, at the work table, reviewing his
experiments. He has various powders in front of him as he mixes
elements.
AUTHOR NOTES: This scene reveals elements told in the final chapter of the novella.
Hyde has been in hiding for three months against his will but at Jekyll’s weakening
command. Hyde, now stronger, emerges in a rage – all of his anger and explosiveness
comes out in a decisive moment.
POSSIBLY the most significant change made occurs in this scene. Hyde emerges and kills
the character of Bradshaw. This DOES NOT happen in the novella. I chose to write this
into the script, however, to show an escalation in the evil of Hyde. This is a
nonconsequential character – Hyde (and Jekyll) can still conceal this crime, but Hyde
chooses a criminal life in the next scene when he confronts Sir Danvers.
here is a dark figure (Hyde) -- a shadow in the corner.
Jekyll is pale and sweaty. He shakes and shivers.
He holds out his hand, which is shaking rapidly.
JEKYLL
I can quit Hyde anytime. Whenever I
want.
He reels his head back as if in pain.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
I need to find the inhibitor.
Jekyll pinches some of the powder and snorts it into his nose.
He talks to the shadowy figure of Hyde in the corner of the room.
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HYDE
That insolent fool, Utterson, he's
getting too close.
JEKYLL
It's been three months, Edward, he
hasn't said anything.
HYDE
He will. He knows too much.
JEKYLL
He knows only what I have told him,
which is nothing.
HYDE
Maybe ... It's been three months, yes.
I have been in hiding, just as you
requested. I am done with this.
JEKYLL
Just a little longer, Edward. Trust
me.
HYDE
Stop toiling about with that new
concoction. We need more of the old
formula.
JEKYLL
The old isn't working any longer.
HYDE
It works fine for me, Henry.
JEKYLL
And it's killing me. Making me weak.
HYDE
Making me strong.
JEKYLL
You've always been stronger. More
potent.
HYDE
And you need me. You always have.
JEKYLL
Just as you need me.
HYDE
But not for much longer.
JEKYLL
That is what I fear.
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HYDE
And what I hope.
Jekyll struggles within himself, the tumbles forward,
unconscious.
FADE TO:
INT. JEKYLL'S LABORATORY - MOMENTS LATER
Hyde stands with excitement in the center of the laboratory.
HYDE
Free. It's been far too long.
Mr. Bradshaw walks up behind him.
BRADSHAW
Dr. Jekyll, are you in here?
HYDE
Away! Away with you!
Bradshaw is somewhat startled.
BRADSHAW
Mr. Hyde, I apologize. I thought Dr.
Jekyll was --HYDE
Dr. Jekyll is nothing.
Bradshaw is visibly frightened.
BRADSHAW
I'll leave you now, Sir.
HYDE
No, no, come here.
Bradshaw steps cautiously forward.
Closer.

HYDE (CONT'D)

Hyde takes a DIRK (DAGGER) from a nearby table.
BRADSHAW
What will you have, Sir?
You.

HYDE
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Hyde lunges forward and thrusts the dirk into Bradshaw's belly.
Bradshaw gasps in fear and pain as Hyde stabs again and again.
Bradshaw collapses to the floor.
HYDE (CONT'D)
I am reborn!
Jekyll suddenly appears.
JEKYLL
Edward! What have you done?
HYDE
What was needed. What you are too
cowardly to do.
JEKYLL
This is murder.
HYDE
It is life.
JEKYLL
We will be discovered.
HYDE
No. You will dispose of the body. Mr.
Bradshaw was a footman without a
family.
JEKYLL
What will I tell Mr. Poole and the
other servants?
HYDE
Tell them Mr. Bradshaw has moved on.
Mr. Hyde smiles.
HYDE (CONT'D)
As we all must.
EXT. PARLIAMENT - NIGHT
We see an aerial shot of the Parliament building. It is late and
with little activity.
EXT. NEARBY STREET - SAME TIME
A member of parliament, SIR DANVERS CAREW, walks slowly through
the streets. He is carrying a LARGE ENVELOPE.
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AUTHOR NOTES: When Hyde confronts and kills Sir Danvers Carew in the novella there is
no clear reason, only a clue – Carew is holding a letter addressed to Utterson. In this
scene we establish that Carew is aware of Hyde and does not believe the situation. When
Hyde hears Utterson’s name, he becomes enraged. The lawyer is now interfering with his
life so much so that Hyde is driven to murder, now an unforgivable crime from which
there is no return.
A PASSERBY tips his hat to Carew.
PASSERBY
Evening, Lord Carew.
Carew nods in response.
CAREW
Good evening.
From the darkness, Hyde sneaks up on Carew, who responds with
a slight startle, but greets Hyde with familiarity. Hyde is
carrying a CANE.
HYDE
Sir Danvers ...
CAREW
Hyde you damnable man. Don't shoot out
of the dark like that.
HYDE
We have business.
CAREW
Had. We had business, sir. And my
business was with Henry Jekyll, not
you.
HYDE
I will be taking over his estate ...
all of his affairs.
CAREW
So you keep saying.
Hyde is becoming visibly frustrated.
HYDE
It is fact, Sir Danvers.
CAREW
I have seen nothing in writing and
Henry has never spoken a word to me
indicating as much.
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HYDE
The documents have been drawn up. He
is to be my benefactor, and I, his
successor.
CAREW
I hardly believe it. If the documents
have been drawn up, I'll ask Henry's
lawyer for a copy.
Carew raises the envelope into the air.
CAREW (CONT'D)
I was on my way to drop this in the
post, but maybe I will deliver it
myself in the morning instead.
To whom?

HYDE

CAREW
Utterson, my friend. Jekyll's lawyer.
The rage in Hyde builds.
Utterson.

HYDE

Hyde takes a step back and GRABS the envelope forcefully. And
throws it on the ground. Carew leans over to retrieve the letter.
CAREW
You fool, that is an import--Hyde explodes. He RAISES THE CANE into the air and thrusts it
violently across the back of Carew.
CAREW (CONT'D)
What are ...
Hyde STRIKES AGAIN and Carew falls to the ground.
HYDE
Here's a message for Utterson ...
Hyde beats down upon Carew yet again and again. Carew pleads with
Hyde between the beatings.
CAREW
Stop. I've done ... nothing.
Carew tries desperately to crawl and crawl away. He gasps as he
is HIT AGAIN.
Hyde's RAGE is on full display. He seems to have lost total
control and begins to attack Carew with an ape-like fury, hitting
him again and again and again.
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Carew's body is limp, but shutters with each successive hit.
The CANE breaks in half and Hyde's anger subdues. He surveys the
damage and KICKS THE ENVELOPE away.
Hyde backs away, realizing the severity of his actions. His back
CONSUMES THE VIEW and he rushes away, REVEALING a WOMAN watching
from a window.
EXT. SAME STREET - LATER
OFFICER GILES stand near the COVERED BODY of Sir Danvers Carew.
Nearby, INSPECTOR NEWCOMEN speaks with the shaken Woman who
witnessed the crime.
AUTHOR NOTES: In this scene we met Inspector Newcomen for the second time in the
movie. The first is during Jekyll’s party. Newcomen was an extra in the scene to establish
that he is a social climber and would mingle in the same groups as Utterson. We get a
little more detail about Newcomen here and in two later scenes. I wanted to establish
that he sees this case as an opportunity to further his career. Stevenson suggests as
much but doesn’t develop it. Instead, he expects readers to make this connection on
their own.
OFFICER GILES continues the interrogation between VERA GREEN and
ELGIN SAMSON nearby.
OFFICER GILES
Tell me again, what happened miss?
VERA
I already tolpd you.
ELGIN
She already told you.
OFFICER GILES
I know sir, and I want her to tell me
again.
VERA
All right ... I heard moans and
groans, and I came outside and found
this man here.
OFFICER GILES
This man is Sir Danvers Carew, member
of parliaments.
ELGIN
More like a member of the undead now.
Utterson steps into frame. Newcomen finishes with the woman and
quickly approaches Utterson.
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NEWCOMEN
Mr. Utterson, thank you for coming so
quickly.
UTTERSON
I'm in shock. What happened?
NEWCOMEN
We have a witness. She said a friendly
meeting seemed to go sour over a
letter.
A letter?

UTTERSON

NEWCOMEN
Yes. It was addressed to you.
UTTERSON
Did she see the murderer?
NEWCOMEN
Yes, a small and displeasing man, she
said, with some affliction or
deformity she couldn't quite
identify. Thought she heard the
victim address him as Edward. Any idea
who he might be?
UTTERSON
Edward Hyde.
Utterson points the fragment of broken cane.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
I recognize that cane as well. I
encountered the fiend once. He had
that very cane then.
Utterson examines the crime scene.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
This woman, the witness, can I speak
with her.
Newcomen nods.
NEWCOMEN
Of course. I should warn you of
something though.
UTTERSON
What's that, Inspector? Is this a
house of low reputation?
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NEWCOMEN
It is indeed. But my warning is this.
The maid and her master, they are
Americans.
Oh, dear.

UTTERSON

INT. JEKYLL'S LAB - LATER
Jekyll is standing in the lab staring at the dead body of
Bradshaw.
AUTHOR NOTES: This scene was ultimately left out of the final cut but was written as a
conversation to further elaborate on the incident and how both Jekyll and Hyde received
the occurrence.
Hyde appears to be hiding in the corner.
JEKYLL
This is murder.
HYDE
It is. And it was fun. I did not fathom
the primordial joy I would feel from
pure violence.
JEKYLL
You've killed two men, Edward.
HYDE
I've been restrained. Bradshaw here
was unintended. My response was
instinct.
JEKYLL
And what about Sir Danvers Carew?
You've murdered a Member of
Parliament.
Hyde smiles.
HYDE
That wasn't murder. That was ecstasy.
You should try it ... once I started,
it was only exhaustion that stopped
me.
JEKYLL
I should end this. I should end you.
HYDE
You would kill your brother?
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JEKYLL
I will kill no one. Even if I wanted
to, you are stronger than me now.
HYDE
Then where does that leave us?
JEKYLL
If we are brothers, we are Cain and
Abel.
Hyde snarls and places a hand on Jekyll's shoulder.
HYDE
And we know how that turned out for
poor brother Abel.
INT. SITTING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
There is a a maid, MS. STEVENSON, sitting nervously in a chair.
Near here, is the master of the house, MR. LOUIS.
AUTHOR NOTES: The maid who witnesses the murder indicates that she has seen Hyde
in her very house twice before. This would indicate that Hyde had business there. This
scene was written to elaborate on that business, indicating this as a “house of
debauchery” pointing people toward prostitutes, gambling and drugs. The character of
Ms. Stevenson is “the maid” and she explains what she saw her just as she does in the
book, but with the addition of the character of Mr. Louis, we learn about her master and
the house. We also see the intensity of Mr. Utterson who works closely with Newcomen
to solve the case but also chooses to withhold information from the inspector.
Utterson and Newcomen stand before here, apparently having just
asked her a question.
Ms. Stevenson looks away from the men.
MR. LOUIS
It's okay, dear, tell them. Tell them
what you saw. What you told me.
MS. STEVENSON
It was horrible, Mr. Louis. Awful. How
many times must I relive this ordeal.
MR. LOUIS
(firmly)
They need to hear it again, Ms.
Stevenson. And again if necessary.
Newcomen leans toward.
NEWCOMEN
Miss, please. One more time only and
I'll ask nothing more of you.
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UTTERSON
For me, Ma'am. Help us catch this
fiend.
MR. LOUIS
Let's go, Ms. Stevenson, tell them all
about that little monster.
MS. STEVENSON
He was a terrible creature. It
happened just as I said earlier. I was
sitting by the window when Sir Danvers
Carew walked by. Then came the other.
They talked for a few minutes and then
...
UTTERSON
And, then what?
MS. STEVENSON
He went into a rage. A monstrous,
ape-like rage. He beat Sir Carew to
death with his cane.
(BEAT)
I never imagined any such thing was
possible.
MR. LOUIS
Tell them the worst part. Wait 'til
you hear this.
MS. STEVENSON
When he was done, there was blood
dripping from his cane and he was
smiling. And he ... he turned his head
and looked right at me and kept
smiling. Then he walked away. Calmly,
as if nothing had happened.
MR. LOUIS
Awful man. Awful.
UTTERSON
Is there anything else you can tell
us? What did he look like? Had you seen
him before.
Mr. Louis glares at Ms. Stevenson.
MR. LOUIS
I'm quite sure she hasn't.
UTTERSON
I'm quite sure she can answer for
herself.
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MS. STEVENSON
I've seen him before, in the streets.
(PAUSE)
Even in this house. I know his name.
I do.
MR. LOUIS
You're getting carried away.
MS. STEVENSON
You said to tell them what I saw. Well,
I would like to tell them what I've
seen.
Newcomen and Utterson are taken by surprise at the revelation.
NEWCOMEN
In this house?
Utterson stands tall and scans the room.
MR. LOUIS
She's still confused, Inspector.
NEWCOMEN
No, Mr. Louis, I don't think she is.
Utterson glares at Mr. Louis, as if to back him down. He knees
down before Ms. Stevenson.
UTTERSON
Please, tell us what you know.
Everything.
NEWCOMEN
Don't you worry about, Mr. Louis,
Miss. There won't be any
repercussions here. I'll personally
see to it.
MS. STEVENSON
He's come here. Twice, maybe three
times.
UTTERSON
Why exactly has he come to this house?
MS. STEVENSON
He sometimes has business with Mr.
Louis.
Utterson rises and walks over to Mr. Louis.
UTTERSON
What kind of business are you
conducting here?
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MR. LOUIS
(Shrugging)
General debauchery, I guess.
UTTERSON
Can you be more specific?
MR. LOUIS
I'd rather not.
NEWCOMEN
I need you to be, or I'll see this
house of debauchery brought down.
Mr. Louis responds defensively.
MR. LOUIS
Hold off, Inspector. There's no
wrongdoings happening in my house.
I'm just a man with information. I
simply send people in one direction or
another.
UTTERSON
For a price, I'm sure.
MR. LOUIS
No doubt. It's a service.
Newcomen gives a quick survey of the room and its wealth.
NEWCOMEN
One that serves you quite well.
MR. LOUIS
Indeed, it does.
UTTERSON
So, exactly what type of debauchery
did this villain request?
MR. LOUIS
(scoffs)
Every vice available to a man. Girls.
Gambling. Opium.
NEWCOMEN
What name did he give?
MR. LOUIS
I don't recall.
Hyde.

MS. STEVENSON
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MR. LOUIS
Ms. Stevenson, enough.
MS. STEVENSON
Mr. Hyde it is. I'm certain.
NEWCOMEN
What say you, Mr. Louis?
MR. LOUIS
(giving in)
Aye. Hyde. Edward Hyde, I think.
NEWCOMEN
Thank you, both. This information has
been invaluable in bringing this
murderer to justice.
Newcomen looks to Ms. Stevenson sympathetically then with a
glare of command at Mr. Louis.
NEWCOMEN (CONT'D)
I'll be checking in, Mr. Louis.
Utterson bids farewell with a tip of his hat and the two men exit.
EXT. MAID'S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER
NEWCOMEN
What do you know of this man, Hyde?
AUTHOR NOTES: I wanted to establish that Utterson is knowingly lying
to Newcomen to protect Jekyll. This is the point where we fully see
Utterson beginning to choose the code of the gentleman over the code
of the law. Newcomen’s character is further developed as he
considers the possibilities of this becoming a big case which he could be
responsible for solving.
UTTERSON
Very little. Nothing really. I
believe he may have been trying to
work his way in with the social elite,
even blackmail some of them. Maybe he
tried as much with Sir Danvers.
NEWCOMEN
Do you have any idea where we could
find him?
Utterson pauses for a moment.
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UTTERSON
None. I imagine he is far from here by
now.
NEWCOMEN
It's quiet now, but this news will
break soon. It's going to be big. Big
news. Big trouble.
UTTERSON
I can only imagine.
NEWCOMEN
Can you come down to the station in a
bit? Tell me everything you can about
Edward Hyde.
UTTERSON
Of course. Without hesitation,
Inspector.
NEWCOMEN
We have some work to do here. I'll ring
you later. Send a car.
Thank you.

UTTERSON

Newcomen heads over to the body of Carew.
Utterson steps out of view and retrieves his wallet. In his
wallet, he finds HYDE'S CARD, with his Soho, Westminster,
address.
EXT. STREETS OF SOHO - LATER THAT MORNING
Utterson walks through the waking streets of Soho. He stops
before AN APARTMENT BUILDING and enters.
INT. HYDE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - SAME TIME
Utterson moves with caution. There is a HAGGARD WOMAN sitting
on the stairs.
AUTHOR NOTES: This is a scene that is more or less in the book but we chose to leave
out of the movie. At this point, it seemed a little repetitious. We didn’t actually end up
even shooting this scene.
HAGGARD WOMAN
Who are you?
UTTERSON
A friend of Edward Hyde's.
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HAGGARD WOMAN
Edward who?
UTTERSON
Hyde. He lives in B-17.
HAGGARD WOMAN
That creepy little bloke, you mean? I
didn't know he had any friends. What's
he done? He in trouble?
UTTERSON
Is he around?
HAGGARD WOMAN
How would I know? Now wait ... wait.
I did see 'im run out of here just a
bit a go. Don't think he came back.
Thank you.

UTTERSON

Utterson starts to walk away.
HAGGARD WOMAN
If you're looking for a friend, that
could be me. I'm prettier 'an he is.
Utterson continues up the stairs without responding further.
He gets to the DOOR OF HYDE'S apartment. The door is ajar and
slightly open.
Utterson inspects his surroundings with caution, then enters the
room.
INT. HYDE'S APARTMENT - SAME TIME
The home has been ransacked. Utterson moves carefully around,
examining the house as he goes.
UTTERSON
Left in a hurry, did we?
Utterson continues to walk around the room. He pauses, noting
the UPPER HALF OF THE BROKEN CANE.
He picks it up and finds the inscription HJ near the handle.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
Henry, my friend, what are you into?
What does Hyde hold over you?
Utterson CONCEALS THE CANE in his coat and leaves the apartment.
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INT. JEKYLL'S LIVING ROOM
Horror and guilt fall upon Jekyll's face. He backs away from
Utterson and sits down.
UTTERSON
Carew was my client, but so are you.
I want to know what I am doing here.
Jekyll does not have a response.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
What are you doing? You are not mad
enough to hide this fellow?
JEKYLL
Utterson, I swear to God, I will never
set eyes on him again. I am done with
him. He will never be heard from
again.
UTTERSON
I hope you're right. It came to trial,
your name would likely appear.
JEKYLL
My reputation couldn't handle a
scandal of this sort.
Jekyll reaches into his pocket.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
I have a letter from Hyde. It came this
morning. I don't know if it should go
to the police or not. Utterson, you
are the wiser man. I leave it in your
hands.
Utterson takes the letter with reluctance from Jekyll.
UTTERSON
You fear it will lead to his
detection?
JEKYLL
No! I cannot say I care what becomes
of Hyde. I was thinking selfishly, of
myself, if my role in this hateful
business were exposed.
The letter is handwritten and signed "Edward Hyde." Utterson
reads it over.
UTTERSON
He thanks you for your generosity,
takes blame for the murder, clears you
of any involvement, and guarantees he
will never surface again.
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(PAUSE)
Seems rather tidy.
JEKYLL
It does. But I believe it is true.
Every word.
UTTERSON
Who delivered this letter?
JEKYLL
It came by messenger, just this
morning.
UTTERSON
Did you see the messenger.
JEKYLL
No. I didn't answer the bell. Why does
it matter? Hyde would not have
delivered it himself.
UTTERSON
True. I'll keep the letter safe. It is
compelling if we should ever need it.
Jekyll seems relieved.
JEKYLL
Thank you. Thank you, Gabriel.
(BEAT)
I have been ill and I need to rest.
Will you excuse me?
Please.

UTTERSON

Jekyll leaves the room as Poole is entering. Utterson waits
momentarily, until he is sure Jekyll has gone.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
Poole, what did the person look like
who delivered this letter?
Utters raises the letter. Poole seems confused.
POOLE
Excuse me, Sir?
UTTERSON
The messenger. Describe the messenger
who delivered this letter today.
POOLE
We've had no deliveries. No
messengers. There has been nothing
today.
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UTTERSON
Is anyone else here?
POOLE
Other than me and Dr. Jekyll? No. I can
guarantee you that no one has come by
this morning. Well, except you.
Utterson is perplexed by the dilemma.
UTTERSON
I understand. Thank you, Poole.
Utterson holds up the letter and inspects it again.
CUT TO:
INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY - LATER
The letter fills the screen and when moved, it now reveals Mr.
Guest staring at it.
UTTERSON
There it is, a murderer's autograph.
GUEST
Nasty business about Sir Danvers.
It's all quite mad.
UTTERSON
Odd handwriting wouldn't you say?
GUEST
Odd, indeed, but not the autograph of
a murderer.
Guest looks around the room and finds the HANDWRITTEN INVITATION
from Dr. Jekyll for the dinner party.
UTTERSON
What are you getting at, Mr. Guest.
GUEST
The writer is intentionally making
this look different.
UTTERSON
Why compare those?
GUEST
Well, Sir, there is a rather singular
resemblance. In fact, they are nearly
identical -- only differently sloped.
UTTERSON
Rather quaint.
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GUEST
Why would Henry Jekyll forge for a
murderer?
UTTERSON
That is the question, isn't it.
Utterson considers the situation as he studies the letter and
the invitation.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
I wouldn't speak of this note.
GUESS
No, Sir. I understand.
(PAUSE)
There's something else. Dr. Lanyon
called. He needs to see you right
away.
EXT. LANYON'S HOUSE - LATER
The day is serene and peaceful, but still covered in a thick layer
of smog.
INT. LANYON'S BED CHAMBER - SAME TIME
Lanyon is in bed, looking deathly ill. He is pale and hollow.
He is surrounded by ANTIQUATED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT -- an IV is in
his arm and OXYGEN is attached to his face. There is a retro heart
monitor nearby.
UTTERSON
You should be in a hospital.
LANYON
Hospice care, Gabriel. I'm dying.
UTTERSON
This is very sudden. What happened?
A heart attack?
Lanyon nods.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
What caused this?
LANYON
Henry's protege, that man you asked
about ...
UTTERSON
Edward Hyde? Is he responsible for
this?
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LANYON
No, not directly.
UTTERSON
What did he do?
LANYON
He came to see me, at Jekyll's
request.
UTTERSON
What happened, Hastie? Tell me what he
did?
LANYON
Henry was desperate. He was mad and
sick. He asked me to go to his lab and
gather some very specific chemicals
and compounds, which I did. He said I
could save him.
UTTERSON
Did you see Jekyll?
Lanyon shakes his head.
LANYON
He was not there. Only his servant,
Poole, who had also not seen him.
Henry said someone would come by
around midnight ...
Hyde ...

UTTERSON

Lanyon nods and wheezes.
LANYON
I helped him. I did it for my old
friend, Harry Jekyll. Then, I had a
chance to leave, but I didn't ...
Lanyon seems to lose concentration as his gaze fades momentarily
into the distance.
LANYON (CONT'D)
I have had a shock from which I will
never recover.
UTTERSON
Jekyll is ill too.
LANYON
I wish to see or hear no more or Dr.
Jekyll. I am quite done with that
person. I regard him as dead.
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UTTERSON
Can I do anything? We are three very
old friends, Lanyon.
LANYON
And I shall not live to make others.
(BEAT)
When I am dead, you may learn the right
and wrong of this.
Lanyon points to a LARGE PACKAGE on the table.
LANYON (CONT'D)
That is for you.
Utterson retrieves the package.
LANYON (CONT'D)
Do not open it here. It is my account
of what has happened. It is for you
alone ... the final bond of
friendship.
UTTERSON
What am I to do with this?
Lanyon turns away.
LANYON
Seek the truth, if you wish. Or
destroy its contents and be the better
man for it. Choose wisely. I suggest
the latter, for I wish I had no
knowledge of what is within.
Utterson sits in a chair near Lanyon.
LANYON (CONT'D)
I will not likely live out the night.
UTTERSON
Nonsense. You will recover from this.
Lanyon tries to smile.
LANYON
With this visit, you bury one friend.
If you choose to open that package,
you will bury another.
Lanyon goes into a coughing fit.
LANYON (CONT'D)
We've said our good byes. Leave now.
Leave.
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EXT. STREETS OF LONDON - LATER THAT DAY
Utterson moves hurriedly down the street, finding his way to the
"door" -- the back entrance to Jekyll's lab. He carries the
package from Lanyon.
AUTHOR NOTES: In the book this scene takes place with Utterson, Enfield and Jekyll. I
chose to make this more intimate and add to the exposition of Jekyll by leaving Enfield
out of it, but still bringing him back later. This scene hardens directly to many elements
in the novel – the conversation at the window as well as the first chapter when
Stevenson is describing Utterson for the type of man he is. We see his character instead
reflected in the direct words of Henry Jekyll rather than Stevenson’s expository narrative.
Also, in an effort to make the story more chronological, elements of the final revelation
begin to be placed in here such as the truth about Lanyon’s letter and Jekyll’s confession.
He walks to the door and BANGS on it repeatedly.
UTTERSON
Henry! Henry? If you are in there,
please, open the door.
The door opens just slightly, revealing the sick and pale face
of Jekyll within the few inches of open doorway.
JEKYLL
Why have you come, Utterson?
UTTERSON
Step out and take a walk with me,
Henry. Get the blood circulating.
JEKYLL
It's a kind thought, but we can talk
from here.
UTTERSON
I've just come from Lanyon. He is
dying, Henry. He told me he had a
shock. He said Hyde came to him at your
request. Is this true?
JEKYLL
It is. Did he tell you anything else?
UTTERSON
No, but he said the truth would be
revealed in here.
Utterson holds up the package.
JEKYLL
And was it?
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UTTERSON
I do not know. I have yet to look
inside. Should I? Should I look inside
here, Henry? What will I find?
JEKYLL
No doubt, the truth.
(BEAT)
Wait just a moment.
Jekyll closes the door. Utterson stands in silence. The door
opens a moment later, but again, just slightly.
Jekyll passes a SEALED ENVELOPE to Utterson.
Take this.

JEKYLL (CONT'D)

Utterson accepts the sealed envelope and pairs it with the
package from Lanyon.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
I am certain whatever Lanyon gave you
is the truth. It will be what he knows
and what he has seen.
Jekyll limply reaches out and touches the sealed envelope.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
This should confirm what he says and
answer any additional questions. I
was going to see that you had it after
...
UTTERSON
After what?
JEKYLL
Nothing. It's better that you have it
now. That's all.
UTTERSON
Where is Hyde?
JEKYLL
He will be dead or captured before the
night is through.
(PAUSE)
Go home, Gabriel. Discover the truth.
UTTERSON
Then what? What do I do with these
truths that await?
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JEKYLL
I cannot make that decision for you.
It your decision and ,yours alone. You
are honor bound my friend. You will do
what is right.
UTTERSON
Honor bound, yes. Tied to the code of
the laws I serve as a lawyer.
JEKYLL
You are, most certainly, the last good
influence in the lives of down going
men.
UTTERSON
Honor bound. Bound to the codes of a
gentleman and friendship.
JEKYLL
You are an honorable man, Gabriel
Utterson, my last reputable
acquaintance.
UTTERSON
I will have to choose between them,
won't I? The law or friendship.
JEKYLL
Yours will be the right choice. Leave
me now.
UTTERSON
And let my brother go the devil in his
own way ...
Yes.

JEKYLL

A pained look sweeps over Jekyll. He groans audibly.
UTTERSON
I can help.
JEKYLL
You already are .... arrr.
Jekyll roars as if suffering. He slams the door shut, leaving
Utterson alone, with the two packages, one from Lanyon and the
other from Jekyll.
EXT. STREETS OF LONDON - DAY TO NIGHT
In a flash of time lapse, day turns to night and darkness sets
upon the scene.
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INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY - LATER
Utterson is alone in his Study with Lanyon's package and Jekyll's
sealed envelope before him.
He opens Jekyll's envelope. In it is a manuscript. The title
pages is titled: HENRY JEKYLL'S FULL STATEMENT AND CONFESSION.
Utterson begins to read through.
UTTERSON
My life has always been one of
duplicity.
Jekyll's voice comes in, reading the first line simultaneously
with Utterson.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
My life has always been one of
duplicity. Born into a world of wealth
and expectations, I always found my
greatest pleasures as a denizen in the
dark corners of London.
MONTAGE PARALLELING the early sequences, with a younger, healthy
version of Henry Jekyll enjoying life's debaucheries -gambling, brothels, drugs, violence.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
I, Henry Jekyll, have lived a
despicable life of debauchery. The
guilt became too burdensome for me. I
could no longer balance out my two
worlds. That's when the experiments
began. I hoped to isolate the
darkness, the evil. Isolate it and
remove it.
MONTAGE OF JEKYLL in the Lab Mixing Chemicals and trying
different experiments.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
It is at this point my studies turned
to the mystic and transcendental.
Utterson quickly scans through additional pages.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
I wont venture into scientific
explanations here, but I was
successful, or so I thought. I
believed I had created something that
could isolate and oppress the evil
within me, within each of us, making
me the good and decent man I had always
hoped to be.
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Utterson turns the page and finds a recently HANDWRITTEN NOTE:
"Utterson, perhaps you should read Lanyon's letter at this point
if you have not done so already."
After a moment of contemplation, Utterson set's Jekyll's
manuscript down and opened the package.
In it was a NOTEBOOK and GLASS JARS with various compounds.
There, within, also a HANDWRITTEN LETTER from Dr. Lanyon.
Utterson reads quickly through the letter, then reads a portion
of it aloud.
UTTERSON
I gathered the requested ingredients,
mixed them and brought them to
Jekyll's lab where I waited. At
midnight ...
FLASHBACK:
INT. LANYON'S HOUSE - MIDNIGHT
Lanyon is near his doorway, responding to repeated sounds of a
relentless knocking.
The voice over becomes Lanyon's voice.
LANYON (V.O.)
... I went to him. It was the man I now
know as Edward Hyde.
Lanyon opens the door. Hyde pushes his way in with desperation
and eagerness.
Hyde's clothes are MUCH TOO LARGE for him.
HYDE
Do you have it?
LANYON
Are you the one sent by Henry Jekyll?
HYDE
Yes! Yes. Did you get the items Jekyll
asked for?
Lanyon inspects Hyde.
LANYON
Let me look at you. You seem ill.
HYDE
There is not time.
Lanyon takes a few steps back in recognition.
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LANYON
It's you ... the man who killed Sir
Danvers ... Mr. Hyde.
Hyde glares angrily at Lanyon.
LANYON (CONT'D)
Why is Dr. Jekyll sending you here?
HYDE
In a moment's time you will know, but
the police are not far off. I those
ingredients.
LANYON
You are a very rude man. Compose
yourself.
Hyde calms and composes himself.
HYDE
I apologize for my demeanor. As you
know by now, I am a man in dire
straights. My name is Edward Hyde. I
have been sent by Henry Jekyll to
collect the requested items.
LANYON
And what of Sir Danvers?
HYDE
Yes, I am the man they seek for his
murder.
Lanyon reveals a VILE OF POWDER
LANYON
Here. This is all that Henry
requested.
So it is.

HYDE

Hyde fumbles with the ingredients, mixes the items with elements
in Jekyll's lab, to creat a gooey, powdery substance.
LANYON
What is that?
HYDE
There's not time to explain. And you,
Dr. Lanyon, have a decision to make.
LANYON
What decision could be worse than
aiding a known murderer?
Hyde holds up the glass filled with powder.
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HYDE
And now, to settle what remains. Will
you be wise and guided? If you head my
warning, you will leave without
further involvement.
(PAUSE)
Or, does the greed of curiosity have
a hold on you? If you leave, you will
be no richer or wiser, but simply the
man you are now.
(PAUSE)
If you stay, the very foundations of
your life will shake and you will be
presented with new avenues to fame and
power.
LANYON
I have come too far not to see its end.
HYDE
Or its beginning.
Hyde holds the glass into the air.
Behold!

HYDE (CONT'D)

Hyde brings the container to his nose and inhales deeply and
repeatedly.
Lanyon cringes in response.
Hyde cries out. He reels and staggers, clutches at the air and
gasps with an open mouth. His face swells. His body pulses. His
features change.
The transformation is violent and brutal. In a moment, it is
done.
Hyde has become Jekyll, now fitting the overgrown clothes.
Jekyll looks weak and worn, stumbling around the room.
Lanyon clutches his chest and backs up.
LANYON
Oh, God. No.
JEKYLL
Lanyon, it's me. Henry Jekyll.
Lanyon steps forward and reaches out. He touches Jekyll on the
chest, then moves his hand to his cheek.
LANYON
Is it you, Henry? Really you?
JEKYLL
It's me, Hastie. It really is.
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LANYON
What sorcery is this?
JEKYLL
No sorcery. This is real. I made it
happen.
LANYON
Does Utterson know?
JEKYLL
Of course not. How could he comprehend
what is happening.
LANYON
I do not understand this.
JEKYLL
But you have seen --LANYON
I have seen? What have I seen? A
miracle of science that shatters
everything I have ever believed. Or
have I seen the devil himself, hiding
in one of my most beloved of friends.
JEKYLL
You have seen me. What I am and what
I have created.
LANYON
I have been shaken to the roots. My
soul is sickened and terror fills my
heart.
Lanyon backs into a chair, clutching repeatedly at his chest and
gasping for his air.
JEKYLL
Leave. Leave me alone.
DISSOLVE TO:
INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY
Utterson holds Lanyon's letter in hand and mouths the words while
we hear Lanyon's voice.
LANYON (V.O.)
Utterson, the man who left my house
that night was our dear and very old
friend, Henry Jekyll. But the
creature who entered, by his own
admission, was Edward Hyde, the same
man hunted in every corner of the land
for the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.
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Utterson sets the letter down and returns to the other, the
manuscript written by Dr. Jekyll. He turns the pages reading bits
and pieces aloud.
UTTERSON
As Hyde, I can live with total
bravado, with no fear of being caught.
We share the same host but we are two
separate people. Even at the core, our
DNA differs.
He flips through more pages.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
I have not separated the good from the
evil, but just the evil. As Henry
Jekyll, I haven't changed. Still
good. Still evil. But Hyde, he is
entirely evil, less developed and
malformed, but he grows stronger each
day.
INT. JEKYLL'S LAB
Jekyll is measuring out chemicals and creating his powder.
UTTERSON (V.O.)
But as Hyde grows and continues to
becomes stronger, the powder becomes
weaker and inconsistent. At first,
the transformation would last through
the night and the dosage was never the
same.
Jekyll sets the powder down and begins to shutter.
JEKYLL
Oh, God, no. Not now.
UTTERSON (V.O.)
Now, Hyde has the power to emerge at
will, and it is only the powder that
can bring me back.
Jekyll becomes Hyde.
HYDE
Jekyll you are weak and helpless.
UTTERSON (V.O.)
I fear it will only be a matter of time
that this host, this body, becomes
entirely that of Edward Hyde.
Hyde walks over to a mirror and examines himself. He speaks.
HYDE
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I know you can hear me in there, Henry.
You once thought you could live
vicariously through me. You never
realized you would be entirely lost to
me.
There is a pounding on the door. The pounding repeats and
repeats, over and over.
Hyde looks in the direction of the noise then returns his
attention t the mirror.
HYDE (CONT'D)
I'll return ... for now, but this may
be the last time. Henry Jekyll, it is
time for you to say your farewells to
this world.
Hyde walks over to the powder and snorts it into his nose. A few
moments later after the violent transformation. He is once again
Jekyll.
JEKYLL
I am weak, yes.
Jekyll walks over to the mirror.
JEKYLL (CONT'D)
There is only one final choice to be
made, Edward. Will you be strong
enough to make it?
INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY
Utterson turns another page and continues reading.
UTTERSON
I do have pity for Edward Hyde, even
with as much as he hates me, I pity
him. I, Henry Jekyll, am a coward, but
no more than my counterpart. He fears
getting caught and sent to the gallows
so much so that he is willing to resume
my life, knowing that his fate, even
if just for a few hours, is entirely
in my hands.
Utterson turns to the last page and examines it.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
God knows I have been careless and
that this is likely the true hour of
my death. The rest, Utterson, is for
you to decide -- these truths will be
made known, or only be known, by you.
With that, I lay down the pen and seal
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my confession. I bring the life of
Henry Jekyll to an unhappy end.
Utterson closes the manuscript and leans back in his chair.
A moment later, Guest enters in somewhat of a panic.
GUEST
Mr. Utterson, we must get to Jekyll
immediately.
Utterson leaps up and shouts back as he hurries to the door.
UTTERSON
What has happened?
He opens the door, revealing a man in panic.
GUEST
Mr. Poole rang. He fears foul play.
UTTERSON
Where is Dr. Jekyll?
GUEST
Locked in his lab, with someone else
there.
Hyde?

UTTERSON

POOLE
Apparently so.
Together, Guest and Utterson leave.
INT. JEKYLL'S LIVING ROOM - A SHORT WHILE LATER
Enfield and Guest await as Utterson and Poole enter. Utterson
acknowledges both Enfield and Guest.
AUTHOR NOTES: I chose to bring Enfield back at this point. Earlier, he makes reference
to having a gun, and here we set the scene for that gun to be put into action. This scene
expands on the trust and relationship between the characters while expressing the
direness of the situation. In the novella, it is a group of servants helping, but I thought
it best not to introduce new characters but use this as an opportunity to expand on the
established ones.
UTTERSON
Thank you for meeting us here. Has
anything happened?
ENFIELD
The lab door remains locked.
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GUEST
We've heard weeping. Weeping and
crying.
UTTERSON
Was it Henry?
GUEST
It didn't sound like him.
POOLE
Someone else is in there, too. I saw
him go in around the back. No one has
left since.
The group moves through the house and stand outside the DOOR OF
THE LAB.
UTTERSON
Did you recognize him?
POOLE
You mean, was it Mr. Hyde? Yes, I
believe so.
UTTERSON
Why didn't you send for me earlier?
POOLE
You've met Hyde, haven't you, Mr.
Utterson? He's a fearful man.
UTTERSON
I spoke with him once. He made the
marrow in my bones run cold.
Utterson looks at Enfield,
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
Richard, friend, did you bring that
illegal sidearm you like to flash
about?
Enfield opens his coat to reveal A REVOLVER tucked into his
pants.
ENFIELD
It's not illegal. I have friends in
Parliament who --UTTERSON
They are my friends and I arranged it.
And, it's very near illegal.
ENFIELD
Do you want it or should I hold onto
it?
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UTTERSON
Richard, I couldn't pretend to know
what to do with a revolver.
ENFIELD
I guess I better keep it then.
Utterson looks to Poole.
UTTERSON
Do you have a key for the back door?
Yes, Sir.

POOLE
Give it to him.

Utterson gestures toward Enfield then he taps Enfield and Guest
with the back of his hand.
UTTERSON
Go around to the lab door and wait.
When you hear a commotion, head on in.
And, Richard, try not to kill anyone.
Enfield and Guest leave. Utterson again looks at Poole.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
You have a key for this door as well,
I assume?
POOLE
Naturally, Mr. Utterson.
UTTERSON
It is my belief, Mr. Poole, that Henry
Jekyll is dead, and this murderer
lurks inside, hoping to claim what
isn't his.
POOLE
What do we do?
UTTERSON
Let our name be vengeance.
Utterson presses himself against the door.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
Henry? Are you in there.
The response is silence.
UTTERSON (CONT'D)
It's me, Utterson. Gabriel Utterson.
A loud GROAN emerges from within.
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UTTERSON (CONT'D)
We're coming in. If not by fair means,
then by foul.
A indiscernible voice is heard -- a cross between Jekyll and
Hyde.
JEKYLL / HYDE (V.O.)
Go away, Utterson. Leave me, please.
UTTERSON
If not by consent, then by brute
force.
JEKYLL / HYDE (V.O.)
Utterson, for God's sake, have mercy.
UTTERSON
That's not Jekyll's voice. It's Hyde.
Open that door, Poole.
Poole fumbles with the key and attempts the open the door. The
voices of Hyde, Enfield and Guest can be heard.
GUEST (V.O.)
There he is, over there!
HYDE (V.O.)
Get away, let me be or I will hurt you.
ENFIELD (V.O.)
Don't move, fiend. I will fire.
There are additional sounds of a struggle.
GUEST (V.O.)
Watch out, Mr. Enfield! Utterson!
Help!
UTTERSON
Get this door now.
POOLE
Here it is, Sir.
Poole opens the door. Utterson runs inside, followed by Mr.
Poole.
INT. JEKYLL'S LAB - SAME TIME
Enfield lies on the ground, apparently having been knocked back
by Hyde. He is slowly climbing to his feet. Guest and Hyde are
in the midst of a struggle, fighting for the revolver. Hyde gains
the upper hand and takes the gun away while simultaneously taking
hold of Guest.
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AUTHOR NOTES: I know, this is different. In the novella, they open the door and discover
the twitching body of a dead Mr. Hyde, apparently having poisoned himself. I wanted to
have one final confrontation where Utterson could reveal that he knows the truth
without acknowledging as much to anyone other than Hyde. Hyde’s outcome is still the
same, he kills himself, but this time with a gun rather than poison. I wanted to make this
climatic moment one the viewer would share in rather than having it happen beyond a
closed door.
Hyde comes up from behind Guest, grabs hold of him firmly and
presses the revolver to his head.
Enfield slowly rises.
ENFIELD
Release him and give me the gun you
fool.
HYDE
I will kill him.
Utterson slowly moves over to Enfield, giving him a once over
to make sure he is okay.
Utterson and Enfield stand near one another while Poole remains
close to the entrance.
UTTERSON
No, you won't, Edward. This isn't what
you want.
POOLE
Where's Dr. Jekyll?
UTTERSON
He's dead, isn't he? We'll never see
him again.
Hyde looks to the powders and mixtures on the table.
HYDE
You could, Utterson, you could see him
again.
GUEST
Where is he? Where's Jekyll?
UTTERSON
The police are on their way, Edward.
It's your choice.
Hyde fires the gun into the air and SHOUTS IN ANGER. Guest cringes
in fear and the others step away.
HYDE
No! This is not my choice!
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UTTERSON
It's what you've always wanted, the
power to decide.
HYDE
This is no decision.
Hyde continues to hold Guest, but he points the gun at Utterson.
HYDE (CONT'D)
I should kill you. This is your doing.
UTTERSON
I've killed no one. I've hurt no one.
ENFIELD
You're a murderer, that's right. It's
the gallows for you.
HYDE
(to Utterson)
He's right. What choice do I have?
UTTERSON
If Jekyll still lives, you can save
him. If he's gone, put down the gun,
turn yourself in, and pay for your
deeds.
HYDE
At the end of a hangman's noose? I
think not. I'd rather die here and
now.
UTTERSON
Jekyll's gone then?
Forever.

HYDE

UTTERSON
You said we could see him again.
Hyde gazes at the powder on the table.
HYDE
I don't think that's possible any
longer.
ENFIELD
What's this fiend talking about,
Gabriel?
UTTERSON
Hush, Richard. Let me handle this.
POOLE
What has he done with the doctor?
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HYDE
Don't play the fool, Mr. Poole.
know the truth.

You

Hyde pushes Guest away and swipes out the powders on the table,
spilling and mixing them around.
HYDE (CONT'D)
It's lost it's potency.
ENFIELD
Put the gun down, and you'll live out
the night.
HYDE
What do you know, Mr. Utterson? What
did Lanyon tell you?
UTTERSON
The truth, Edward. He told me the
truth ... and it killed him.
Hyde starts to lower the gun.
GUEST
Where's Dr. Jekyll?
He's gone.
Gone?

HYDE
POOLE

ENFIELD
Just how many men have you killed?
Carew? Lanyon? Jekyll?
Enfield steps forward.
He FIRES THE GUN again into the air, keeping the others at a
distance.
HYDE
Jekyll was weak.
Utterson nods.
UTTERSON
And that's why he put this final
decision in your hands. Will you, for
once, do what is right, Edward? Give
me the gun. End this.
Hyde lowers the revolver cautiously.
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HYDE
Jekyll is gone, Gabriel. There is
nothing left, not even an echo of the
man who once existed.
UTTERSON
What now then?
Hyde reaches into his coat pocket.
HYDE
He left something for you.
Hyde retrieves a piece of paper.
UTTERSON
What is it?
HYDE
A new will. He's leaving you
everything. He's left me nothing.
Hyde tosses the WILL onto the ground.
UTTERSON
You killed a man, Edward. You have
nothing.
Hyde smiles.
HYDE
I have something. I have you. What if
I let you decide? That's what he
wanted.
ENFIELD
What are you talking about?
UTTERSON
This isn't my decision.
HYDE
Yes, it is. Henry knew it would be your
choice all along.
ENFIELD
If we rush him, he can't get more than
one shot off.
UTTERSON
Just wait, Richard.
HYDE
What will you choose, Mr. Utterson?
Will you reveal the truth and destroy
everything Jekyll once represented?
Or ...
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UTTERSON
Or, what, Edward? What else is there?
Hyde reaches out to the table and picks up the ring of a Free
Mason.
HYDE
Will you forsake the law and protect
a dear friend.
UTTERSON
You must come to justice.
HYDE
Justice? Whose justice? Yours?
There is a long pause.
Or mine?

HYDE (CONT'D)

Hyde brings the gun to his head.
No!

UTTERSON

Hyde fires the gun. His body falls to the floor and he is dead.
The four men slowly approach the deceased, Hyde.
POOLE
He's dead then?
UTTERSON
It looks that way.
POOLE
I mean Jekyll, Sir? Henry's dead?
They look at the body, which remains in the form of Hyde.
UTTERSON
Yes. Henry Jekyll has been killed by
Mr. Hyde. We won't be seeing him
again. Of that, I am certain.
Mr. Guest leans down and picks up the will and reads it. Enfield
retrieves the gun.
GUEST
He was telling the truth. Dr. Jekyll's
left everything to you, Mr. Utterson.
Mr. Utterson takes notice that Mr. Hyde is wearing the RING OF
THE FREEMASON. It is the same ring Jekyll wore.
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He leans down over the body and secretly removes the ring,
placing it in his pocket.
ENFIELD
What do you believe happened here,
Gabriel?
UTTERSON
Believe? I don't know.
ENFIELD
What now then?
UTTERSON
When the police arrive, we tell them
what we know. Hyde is dead from a
self-inflicted wound. And ... and
Henry Jekyll, as confessed by Edward
Hyde, is murdered, dead, and we will
likely never find his remains.
ENFIELD
What about you? What will you do?
Utterson pause for a moment, then looks up and beyond Enfield.
UTTERSON
I will do what is right. After all,
isn't that what everyone expects?
Push in on Utterson and
FADE TO:
INT. UTTERSON'S STUDY - LATER
Utterson sits at his desk and examines the new will. On the desk
are the letters from both Jekyll and Lanyon.
The only light provide is that of a CANDLE.
AUTHOR NOTES: In the final lines of the last scene, Utterson says he will do what is right.
In this scene, he puts away the will, revealing he will not tell the police the truth, but
rather let Henry Jekyll’s disappearance be blamed on Hyde, freeing him finally from his
demon and saving the Jekyll name.
JEKYLL (V.O.)
My dear Utterson. When this shall fall
into your hands, I shall have
disappeared under circumstances I
cannot foresee.
Utterson neatly folds the will and slides it away. He then picks
up the letter from Jekyll, the one he had read early. He scans
through it, then pauses on the final page.
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JEKYLL (V.O.) (CONT'D)
I have been careless and that this is
likely the true hour of my death. The
rest, Utterson, is for you to decide
-- these truths will be made known, or
only be known, by you. With that, I lay
down the pen and seal my confession.
I bring the life of Henry Jekyll to an
unhappy end.
Utterson closes the manuscript and momentarily pauses. He then
raises the document up to the candle and proceeds to burn it.
FADE OUT.
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